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NOVEMBER 2021 First Connection
We are approaching the month of November,
one of my favorite times of the year. I love
celebrating Thanksgiving with friends and
family. Towards the end of the month we also
begin the season of Advent.
Some people may know that Advent serves
as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the
season leading up to Christmas. That's only
part of the story.
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning
“coming,” which is a translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars
believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul,
Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians
at the January feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God’s incarnation
represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1),
his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and
his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1).
During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in
penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare for this celebration; originally,
there was little connection between Advent and Christmas.
Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to
Christmas. At that time, the new Christian year begins with the
twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts from Christmas
Eve until Epiphany on January 6. Advent 2021 will begin on Sunday,
November 28 and ends on Friday, December 24.
This month we are entering into new sermon series beginning on
November 21 entitled “Holy Renovation.” This series will focus on
various ways in our lives where we can renovate our spiritual gifts in
preparation for this Advent season in our time, talents, gifts, service
and witness.
November 14th at 7 p.m. will be our Charge Conference at St. Mark’s.
I highly encourage everyone to come out and learn about our next
steps towards creating spiritual and financial health for our church
family and our personal lives. It is also a time to celebrate our church
and head a comprehensive plan for our way forward.
First Church, I am so happy to be your spiritual leader and as always,
know and trust that our best days are ahead!

Peace and Love,
Kirstie Engel
Spiritual Leader

The Joy of Finding Lost
Things / Giving Report

Hunger and Poverty Response
Ministry
For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me
in. Matthew 25:35
First United Methodist Church
remains a decades long, committed,
covenant church with Bread for the
World. Annually, First UMC pays a
membership fee to this faith based
organization and in return receives
education, legislative updates, and
support from the Regional Director,
Zach Schmidt. The most impactful
thing we do as Bread members is
to advocate for changes in policies
and programs affecting people
living with food scarcity. Many
thanks to the people who gathered in
October to write letters, postcards
and emails to members of Congress
advocating for changes in legislation
to alleviate hunger globally. With
each letter, you put your faith into
action for our most vulnerable
neighbors.
With Advent soon approaching, the
Hunger and Poverty Response
Ministry Team welcomes HEIFER
Project International. This
season, honor a friend or loved one

Have you ever lost something
you really liked? I have, and I
usually turn the house upside
down and rack my brain to
figure out where I’ve left it.
Did I leave it on top of my car
and drive off like I did my
favorite Bible one time?
(Good news on that one - I
found the Good News by the
side of the road and still have
it to this day).
There’s something weird
about human emotions that
allows us great joy at finding
a lost thing. It’s almost as if
it’s brand new. I remember
cleaning out a toy box as a
child and finding toys I hadn’t
seen in a year. It was as if it
were Christmas morning and
the toys I hadn’t seen in a
year were brand new all over
again.
Every time that happens, I
promise myself to appreciate
and be grateful for the
formerly lost thing. And as
2021 would have it, that
emotion, that experience has
happened to me more than
once (especially now that I
am in my mid seventies and
seem to be more forgetful
frequently).
$39,287.52!! That is the
balance in General Fund
checking account this

with a gift that keeps on giving. Pick
up a gift catalog in the southwest
corner of the sanctuary to learn more
about HEIFER and to help with your
shopping decisions. The Gift Market
will be open for purchases each
Sunday after 8:30 worship, and
before and after 10:45 worship
throughout Advent. Shop to
empower families to turn hunger and
poverty into hope and prosperity.
The Blessing Box continues to impact
the lives of individuals and families
living in an area where there is no
grocery store. Faithful volunteers
stock the Blessing Box daily making it
possible for people to help
themselves to items whenever their
cupboards become too bare. If you
feel called to help with this important
ministry, you may pick-up a grocery
list on the Hunger table in the
southwest corner of the sanctuary,
place food and hygiene items in the
bin near the office, give cash, write a
check to First UMC with Blessing Box
in the memo, or to volunteer to help
stock the Blessing Box,
contact Suzie Miller Schoen.
smillerschoen@gamil.com
Your gift of time or treasure will be a
blessing and part of the answer to
people's prayers.
Thank you, Church.
Peggy Hall

morning. This afternoon I will
be processing our October
payroll. I will also be leaving a
personal check to help erase
the deficient.
Chuck Leypoldt,
Treasurer

First UMC, Fall, 2021
We welcome you to join us on
Wednesday evenings!
Book Study at 6:30 – 7:15
Choir at 7:15 – 8:00
Co-Leaders: Dr. John Spilker
and Terri Storer
john@firstumclincoln.org /
tstorer@neb.rr.com
We open to the movement of
the Holy Spirit as we are
invited to love with our whole
BODY and HEART
(Compassionate
Conversations), MIND
(Emergent Strategy by
adrienne maree brown), and
SPIRIT (Invitations of Jesus
by Trevor Hudson).
Compassionate
Conversations: Pause and
Prayer will continue through
the fall on Zoom. Our time
together has become a safe

space for sharing; learning
and engaging in dialogue;
and being present to God, to
ourselves, and to others.
Tuesday evenings, 6:30 7:30. Contact Terri Storer for
the Zoom link.

Flower News
Since our last article, bouquets from
the end of summer were in the
Sanctuary the first weeks of
September. From the end of
September through the end of
October, the flower committee placed
nature items on the stand next to the
lectern for the weeks of Pastor
Kirstie's Holy Spectrum series. To
coordinate with the rainbow colors
there were red begonias, an orange
pumpkin, yellow yarrow, green hedge
apples, blue painted twigs and blue
origami cranes. The altar
arrangements with rainbow colored
paper and sand were created by
Pastor Caity. It was a colorful six
Sundays!
As October drew to a close,
preparations were made for the
observance of All Saints Sunday on
October 31st. Red roses in a vase
next to the lectern served as a visual
remembrance of church members
and friends who have died in this
past year. Additional roses were
given by the church family in
remembrance of loved ones who
have completed their earthly journey.
In early November, we will have the
opportunity to order white poinsettias
for the Season of Advent which

The following two book
studies will alternate each
Wednesday, so you can
participate in one or both. All
are welcome to join anytime.
You don’t have to start a
group from the beginning.
These books are designed to
come as you are. Books are
available from Amazon.
Emergent Strategy – We will
slowly engage in the content
of this book through next April
as adrienne maree brown
invites us to consider what we
know, and don’t know, to
align our visions of social
justice as we co-create the
future working together. She
gives us many tools for
emergent strategy facilitation.
(09/15/2021 – 04/27/2022)
Invitations of Jesus – Trevor
Hudson leads us to see
where Christ is touching our
lives and calling us to deeper
relationships with God, self,
and neighbor.
(6 sessions – 09/22/2021 –
12/08/2021)
Together we are building
capacity to thrive as self and
community deepening our
relationship with the divine
and humanity. We create a
safer space around Parker
Palmer’s Circle of Trust
Touchstones to broaden our
understanding of doing God’s
work on earth as it is in

begins on November 28th. The order
form is included in this newsletter.
Please note that poinsettia orders are
needed by Monday, November 15th.
Simple. Joyful. Grateful. Grace.
The Flower Ministry

Thank you!
In September I had ultrasound
procedures to remove the tremors in
my right hand. It worked and is
permanent! Although my head is
shaved, no other long term
consequences have arisen. I feel
great. Many have prayed for me and I
appreciate your good thoughts and
energy. Medical miracles are
happening with the great docs and
scientists on the job. Thank you for
your support.

heaven . . . beyond the four
walls of our church. (See
separately in this newsletter.)
Nov 3: Invitations of Jesus
Chapter 4
Nov 10: Emergent
Strategy pp. 67-82: intentional
adaptation & 236-243 (tools)
Nov 17: Invitations of Jesus
Chapter 5
Nov 24: pause for
Thanksgiving
Dec 1: Emergent Strategy pp.
83-102: interdependence &
decentralization
Dec 8: Invitations of Jesus
Chapter 6
Dec 15: Emergent
Strategy pp. 103-122:
nonlinear & iterative
Pausing for Christmas and
resuming on January 5, 2022

Martha Gadberry

UPDATE FROM THE
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
COMMITTEE
As the Stewardship and Finance
Committee continues to review and
analyze the financial position of the
church, the extent of the negative
effect of the pandemic along with a
downward trend in giving is becoming
clearer. Inadequate financial
reporting and insufficient attention by
the Committee have clouded the
picture. First United Methodist
Church has failed to operate in the
black for at least the past four years,
where giving revenues have failed to
reach budget goals and have been
less than expenditures.
The Committee is preparing
recommendations for corrective steps
that can be taken immediately and

Tidings of Comfort and Joy:
Christmas with NWU
Saturday, December 4, 4:30
and 7:30 p.m.
First United Methodist
Church, Lincoln
FREE – no reservation
required

steps for next year and long term.
We are confident in the ability of First
Church to respond, to rebound, and
to rebuild for a strong, healthy future.
E-GIVING MATCH PROGRAM
We are excited to announce that eGiving is having a Donor Match
program for this upcoming season of
generosity. For each first gift from a
new recurring donor that is added
between November 1 and December
31, 2021, e-Giving will match that first
gift, up to $50, with a maximum
match of $1,000 for the church. To
be eligible the gift must be recurring
with more than one installment (e.g.
$x per week or per month) and the
first payment must be transacted
before December 31. So if you aren’t
using e-Giving here is a chance to
start and get a match for the church,
or if you are using e-Giving on an
occasional basis, changing to a
recurring basis could award the
match.
Glenn Johnson

November Birthdays
1 Karrie Keuten
2 Daniel Floyd
Lynne Schroeder
Madison Wynn
Paula Srb
3 Brenda Reed
4 Justin Baum
Michelle Way
5 Glenn Johnson
Michael Blue

Nebraska Wesleyan
University's choirs sing the
good news of the holiday
season in a concert sharing
the hope and peace of the
Christmas story. All in
attendance are invited to sing
beloved carols as we join the
angels in bringing one
another tidings of comfort and
joy.
Grace and peace, and
THANKS!
Tom Trenney

Mission Christmas Is Back!
After a year off, United
Methodist Women are excited
to announce that Mission
Christmas 2021 is scheduled
for Saturday, December 4,
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
It will look a little different than
you remember, but the most
loved elements will be in
place with just a few
adjustments for health and
safety.
The cookie walk will
happen! Everyone
interacting with the
1,000’s of cookies,
including the guests
packing their boxes with
their favorites, will be
masked and gloved.

Sarah Sterns
6 Sam Fisher
8 Erin Levering
Gordon Bair
Ruth Knight
10 Braelyn Edwards
Rosie Pesek
11 Jason Vculek
12 Emily Holland
15 Alex Cushman
Doug Wilson
Savannah Buchli
17 Aaron Schoenmaker
Addie Turner
Oscar Blake
Troy Bergt
18 Kamie Reiss
19 Addison Fern
20 Owen Grenfell
21 Stephen Engel
23 Marilyn Cleveland
24 Peggy Loos
Shaya Garnes
26 Cairo Muiu
Sandy Frohn
29 Roberta Showen
30 Jenna Helter
Margaret Dougherty
Terry Uland

Prayer Requests:
To Bill and Margrethe Ahlschwede
upon the unexpected death of
Margrethe's sister, Susanne Plum
Jordan, Saturday October 23rd.
Lauree Turner, home
Larry Helter, Gateway Vista
Paula Hartig, home
For the family of Edythe Cascini

UMW members will also
be available to prepack
boxes for anyone who
requests assistance.
There will be craft
vendors! Support UMW
and local crafters and
small businesses by
shopping for wonderful,
unique gifts and holiday
décor.
Soup, sloppy joes, and
pie, oh my! As a safety
precaution, all foods will
be carry-out only, but
they will be delicious no
matter where you eat
them. Take home a meal
for yourself or enough to
feed the whole crew.
The used books are
already being collected
—along with their
friends, the gently used
puzzles and games.
What would be better
after shopping and
eating that yummy food
than settling in with a
book, game, or puzzle?
Rumor has it there will
be some nuts available
for those who missed out
on placing a pre-order.
But come early because
supplies will be limited.
Mission Christmas is the most
important fund-raiser of the
year for our UMW unit, even
in a normal year. It is even
more important this year. The
pandemic has increased the
need for support for our
National Mission Institutions,
such as Epworth Village, The
Big Garden, and Della Lamb
Community Services, and our
many international projects

For the family of Gordon Yocum
Wallace Gant, Brookside Rehab
Center
Bonnie Evans, Savanna Pines
Jeremy Hickenbottom, home
Sandy Conrad, home
Jim Neumann, home
Ron Gaddis, home
Dixie Gannon, home
Cindy Newsham, home
Lauree Turner, home
Lester Shaw, Kiley Taylor's dad
Roscoe Shields, Van Dorn Legacy
Emajane Crossley, Lancaster Manor
Rehab
Jim Leypoldt, home

You are invited to help prepare the
Worship space of First Church for
Advent and Christmas Eve services
by contributing a white poinsettia.
Poinsettias will be wrapped in gold
foil. White and gold are the traditional
liturgical colors for the Christmas
season.
If you would like to give the gift of a
white poinsettia, in honor of or in
memory of a loved one,
please complete the form found at
the link below (please print the form
and fill it out). Poinsettias are $15
each. They will be placed in the
Sanctuary on the second Sunday of
Advent, December 5th.
Please make checks payable to First

but has made it more difficult
for local UMW units to
respond. You, UMW member
or not, can help us help them
by participating in Mission
Christmas in the following
ways:
Donate homemade
holiday cookies for the
cookie walk. We suggest
UMW members try to
donate 12 dozen each or
make a cash donation of
$40, but we gladly
accept whatever cookie
or cash contribution they
feel comfortable making.
And cookies from nonUMW members are
always welcome!
Make a pie.
Sign up to help. There
will be shifts available for
set-up, tear down, and
during the event itself.
Some require physical
effort, while others can
be done while mostly
sitting.
Display a yard sign. If
you live on a welltraveled street, consider
putting up a sign in your
yard.
Post a flyer on a
community bulletin
board. Flyers will be
available in the UMW
mailbox in the coming
days.
Mention the event to a
crafter you know. Susan
Hanneman is still taking
vendor reservations. We
offer one of the least
expensive craft show
opportunities in the city!
Plan to spend part of
December 4 with us and

UMC and write poinsettia on the
memo line. Place your order
form and payment in the offering
plate at Sunday Worship or bring/mail
to the Church office, 2723 No. 50th,
68504. Orders needed by Monday,
November 15th. Poinsettias may be
taken home after any of the
Christmas Eve Worship Services.
Thank you!
Click the button below to go to the
form:
Poinsettias Order Form

take home great food,
beautiful cookies, and
gifts your family and
friends will appreciate.
If you can help in anyway,
please sign up after
November 4 at
https://bit.ly/FUMC_MC_21 or
https://www.signupgenius.co
m/tabs/33777d603a7cde9ce8
-mission5. If you are not able
to sign up online, contact your
UMW circle chair or Joyce
Gettman for assistance.
Click here to access sign up
listed above

Worship online or in person with
FIRST UMC LINCOLN Sundays at
8:30am and 10:45 am! Please wear
a mask. We thank you in advance!

Sending a BIG Thank You for your Prayers, Presence, Gifts,
Service and Witness

If you are interested in being baptized or becoming a new
member of First United Methodist Church, then please contact
the Church office. We are excited to be in Community with YOU!

COMMUNITY CENTERED…

COMMUNITY FOCUSED…
COMMUNITY MINDED!

