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June 2021 First Connection
We are in the month of June and the word of reflection that has been
upon my heart is the word HOPE. I am filled with hope because it
feels like we are all getting back to some aspect of normalcy again. As
I looked at the COVID-RISK dial for our county move to green, my
body literally relaxed. I had no idea how much physical tension that I
had been holding onto in my body until that moment. Perhaps many of
you can relate to this.
As we explore together how to rebuild and put together some of things
we have had to press pause on; I encourage us all to be flexible, open
and even excited at how this process will begin to unfold. As you
know, the mask mandate has been lifted in our county. For now, my
plan is to have all of us move into this new reality in phases. The first
phase will begin with our worship, pastoral staff and team removing
our masks once we are all vaccinated. All of our team has had at least
one vaccination. The remainder is scheduled for their second
vaccination. Once they are through the waiting period, then we will
make masks optional for the congregants; assuming that as a state
we are still in the green.
This month you will notice the rhythm of our church from a worship
aspect and ministerial aspect; coming back to life again. We are
currently working at phasing our nursery, children, teams and outside
organizations back into the building. We will be revamping our usher
teams, Communion teams and more; as people begin to gather again.
I suppose what I am naming is that there is a reason to have
hope….because we are getting through all of this together…isn’t it
great!
I want to express a big thank you for how all of you have been there

for myself and family through my daughter’s sickness and now my
grandmother’s declining health. I would not be able to be this hope
filled if it were not for my faith and you. You all make me stronger. I
am blessed….We are blessed…to have one another!
Peace and Love!
Kirstie J. Engel

Hunger and Poverty Response
Ministry
If you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday. Isaiah 58:10-11
In recent months, our Hunger Team
received a phone call from
Huntington Elementary. An excited
and hopeful Sarah McMaster was on
the other 'end of the line.' Some of
you may know Sarah, as she was the
LPS staff member offering direction
and support to teams coming to fill
bags of food for Huntington children
each Friday afternoon. We imagine
that you probably understand that
Sarah's passion for helping others is
contagious, and that it was wonderful
to listen as she exuberantly spilled
her plan.
Beginning July 1st, our First Church
family and friends may join other
north Lincoln churches and civic
groups in collecting backpacks and

Earlier this month we
celebrated Mother’s Day. My
mother died 15 years ago at
the age of 87.
She gave birth to seven
children and lost my father to
cancer in 1969 when I was a
senior in college. Two of my
brothers were also in college
at that time and three of my
siblings (aged 16, 13, and 11)
were still at home. My older
sister was living in Oregon
about to deliver her first child.
Mom and my younger siblings
were able to stay in the old
parsonage in Albion for
several months. She bought
and moved into another
house later in the
year. Obviously she was very
resourceful. She married
again on Christmas Day in

as many hygiene supplies as
possible. The goal is to provide a
backpack and hygiene kit for each
north Lincoln elementary and middle
school student living with food
challenges. It is widely known that
students feel more confident coming
to school when they feel clean, but it
is not unusual in a food shortage
home that hygiene products are left
off the grocery list.

1973, with yours truly leading
the ceremony.
I am happy to report that your
support of our church
continues in this year of
2021. We have passed the
$200,000 level and remain
current on all our obligations.
Chuck Leypoldt, Church
Treasurer

The Hunger and Poverty Response
Ministry team is asking that
our church family and friends
prayerfully consider helping
impoverished families living near our
church. Gifts of shampoo,
deodorant, bar soap, toothpaste
and toothbrushes may then be
placed in a basket in the
sanctuary, or at the north or east
door anytime during the month of
July.
Additionally, we would like to thank
Rosemary Thornton for so
generously gifting our church with the
Blessing Box that has been placed
north of the parking lot near Madison
Avenue. Rosemary's gift is making it
possible for people to help
themselves to items whenever their
cupboards become too bare. If you
feel called, you may help with this
important ministry in the following
ways: Place food and hygiene items
in the hallway near the gym (see list
below), give money by writing checks
to First UMC with Blessing Box in the
memo, or to volunteer to help keep
the Blessing Box stocked, contact
Suzie Miller
Schoen, smillerschoen@gmail.com
The Hunger and Poverty Response
Ministry team is so appreciative of
our Church Family and friends'
response to the outreach projects
offered each month. Through your

DR. JOHN SPILKER
MINISTER OF MUSIC &
LITURGY, SOCIAL
JUSTICE, LEADERSHIP
As part of our reconciling
ministry, I share with you
my commitment to
antiracist equity, which I
continue to update with
online learning
resources:
https://bit.ly/2YsN3UQ.
“RACIAL EQUITY &
REPAIR” SMALL GROUP:
First UMC Lincoln is inspired
by our Spiritual Leader
making room in her heart to
learn about white culture. We
want to learn about black
experiences and how to
understand and dismantle

faith in action, you are helping God to
answer people's prayers. Thank you,
Church.
Peggy Hall
Food Items
Needed
(Preferably in plastic or cans, not
glass)
Cans or pouches of tuna, chicken,
turkey
Peanut Butter, smaller jars
Jelly in plastic squirt bottles
Refried beans
Seasoning pouches for tacos,
enchiladas
Taco shells
Salsa
Hamburger Helper calling for chicken
or tuna
Smaller bags of rice
Pasta: spaghetti elbow, shells, egg
noodles
Spaghetti sauce
Parmesan cheese in shaker
container
Canned fruit, water packed or lite
syrup
Boxed Cereal: avoid heavily sugared
types
Flavored Oatmeal packets

Small cans of milk
Jiffy Cornbread mix (vegetarian-fewer
additives)
Specialty pouches of rice or noodles
No canned vegetables at this time
Hygiene Items:
Tampons or pads (regular & heavy)
Bath soap
Shampoo
Deodorant
Toothpaste/toothbrushes
Hand Sanitizer
Masks

racism. Suzie Miller-Schoen
& Roy Schoen have invited
us to gather around this book:
My Grandmother’s
Hands: Racialized
Trauma and the
Pathway to Mending
Our Hearts and Bodies.
Therapist Resmaa
Menakem examines the
damage caused by
racism in America from
the perspective of
trauma and bodycentered
psychology. The body is
where our instincts
reside and where we
fight, flee, or freeze, and
it endures the trauma
inflicted by the ills that
plague society.
Menakem argues this
destruction will continue
until Americans learn to
heal the generational
anguish of white
supremacy, which is
deeply embedded in all
our bodies. Our
collective agony doesn't
just affect African
Americans. White
Americans suffer their
own secondary trauma
as well.
If you’d like to join us,
please email me:
john@firstumclincoln.org
.
Schedule: (6-7pm CDT via
Zoom)
May 10: Intro sections, Ch. 14
May 24: Ch. 5-9
June 7: Ch. 10-1

“Therefore, since we
are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that
clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is
set before us...” Hebrews 12:1

June Sermon Series: Looking at
the Holy Transitions that are
occurring both in the scriptures
and day to day lives needed; to
make space for the work of
Reconciliation.
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 6,
2021 8:30
Scripture Lesson: 1 Samuel 8: 4-20
Preacher: Kirstie J. Engel
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 6,
2021 10:45
First Lesson: Psalm 138
Gospel Lesson: Mark 3: 20-35
Preacher: Kirstie J. Engel
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 13,
2021 8:30
Scripture Lesson: 1 Samuel 15:3416:13
Preacher: Kirstie J. Engel
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 13,
2021 10:45

***
June 21: Ch. 16-20
July 19: Ch. 21-24, ending
sections
Aug 2: Reflective wrap-up:
Q&A w/ Rev. Kirstie Engel
“COMPASSIONATE
CONVERSATIONS: PAUSE
& PRAYER” is a lifeenriching soul-filled spiritual
experience every Tuesday
evening via Zoom. Would
you like to try it out? We
would love to have you join
us. Email Terri Storer.
SMALL GROUP IDEAS:
Terri Storer, Lea Ann
Johnson-Kappes, and I
continue to collaborate to
reimagine possibilities for
small groups during COVID19 and beyond. What ideas
do you have? Zoom? Small
patio visits at home? Let us
know what you need, what
ideas you have, what’s on
your heart and mind right
now.
PHONE TREE MINISTRY
continues their work during
social distancing. Many
thanks to those of you who
call to minister to our
members who don’t have
email access. We are so
blessed to have such a strong
church community. I owe a
debt of gratitude to Peggy
Hall for co-coordinating this
important ministry with me.

First Lesson: Psalm 20
Gospel Lesson: Mark 4: 26-34
Preacher: Kirstie J. Engel
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 20,
2021 8:30
Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 6: 113
Preacher: Kirstie J. Engel

Holy Transitions: Sunday June 20
2021 10:45
First Lesson: Psalm 9: 9-20
Gospel Lesson: Mark 4: 35-41
Preacher: Kirstie J. Engel
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 27,
2021 8:30
Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 8: 715
Preacher: Matthew Borland
Holy Transitions: Sunday June 27
2021 10:45
First Lesson: Psalm 130
Gospel Lesson: Mark 5: 21-43
Preacher: Matthew Borland
Holy Transitions: Sunday July 4,
2021 8:30
Scripture Lesson: 2 Samuel 5: 1-5, 919
Sermon Dialogue: Dr. Spilker, Pastor
Caity
Holy Transitions: Sunday July 4 2021
10:45
First Lesson: Psalm 48
Gospel Lesson: Mark 6: 1-13
Sermon Dialogue: Dr. Spilker, Pastor
Caity

Juneteenth (a portmanteau
of June and nineteenth)[2] –
also known as Freedom
Day,[3] Jubilee Day,[4]
Liberation Day,[5] and
Emancipation Day[6] – is a
holiday celebrating the
emancipation of those who
had been enslaved in the
United States. Originating in
Galveston, Texas, it is now
celebrated annually on June
19 throughout the United
States, with varying official
recognition. It
is commemorated on the
anniversary date of the June
19, 1865 announcement of
General Order No. 3 by Union
Army general Gordon
Granger, proclaiming freedom
from slavery in Texas.[7]

EXPANDING OUR
WORSHIP TEAM

Dear First Church Family and
Friends,
Some 16 months ago, we abruptly
halted in-person gatherings and were
ushered into a pandemic era. Now
we find ourselves tip-toeing back into
in-person gatherings and
reconnecting with others.
As we have eased back into the
church building for worship,
committee meetings, and small
groups, I am reminded that while we
have been gone from the building,
the strong undercurrent of the work of
God has never stopped. The Holy
Spirit is truly in this place. Pastor
Kirstie and the worship team have
been the most visible week in and
week out. Behind the scenes, we
have been blessed by faithful,
steadfast servants tending to our
building, monitoring our finances,
caring for our staff, and providing
resources for expanding ministry. We
are so grateful for their dedication
and commitment.
We have much to be thankful for and
this is an exciting time in the life of
our congregation. We enthusiastically
support Matt Borland in his steps as
he transitions towards ordained
ministry. We will warmly welcome
Caity Bentzinger, our Transition in
Ministry (TiM) associate, on July 1,
2021.

Susan Cook grew up in
western Nebraska where she
taught K-12 vocal and
instrumental music for 23
years after obtaining a
Church Music/Teaching
degree from Nebraska
Wesleyan University. She
studied organ with Dr.
Charles Tritt and voice with
Mrs. Ruth Stephenson.
After teaching or providing
music for Main Post Chapel,
Ft. Riley, KS; Trinity UMC,
Grand Island; First UMC of
Ogallala; Wheatland School
in Madrid, NE; First UMC in
North Platte, and Maxwell
Public Schools, she spent her
last 14 years before retiring
teaching vocal music and
drama at Pound Middle
School in Lincoln.
Her major instruments are
organ, piano and harp as well
as tenor in a Recorder
Consort, “Music Antiqua,” in
and around Lincoln. She has
also obtained a certificate
from the International
Therapeutic Harp Association
and enjoys playing harp at
nursing homes and hospitals.

I invite you to open your awareness
to where the Holy Spirit is at work in
your life. It may be a nagging
restlessness, a bubbling idea, or a
nudge to step forward . . . God
welcomes all of us.
Peace,
Terri Storer
First UMC - Lay Leader

Between the arrival of spring and the
spread of vaccine, the world is truly
coming back to life! With that, it's time
to get back to some of our postponed
and cancelled plans. The UMW
Garage Sale is on! We've set
Saturday, September 25 as the date.
I have agreed to coordinate the
event, and my first step is to form a
committee to plan and organize it. I
hope each of our circles will provide
at least one committee member, but I
really want to see some of our
growing number of our members-atlarge be a part of it.
If you are interested in joining the
committee, please let me know!
Joyce

Alicia Opoku began her
musical career at the age of
12, in her local country
church,
Fairview United Methodist
Church, near Central City,
Nebraska. She grew up on a
farm, & one of her favorite
past times was climbing the
windmill to serenade the
livestock, Her audiences grew
to include human beings all
over the world. After 2 years
at UNL -Lincoln, she settled in
San Diego for 12 years
playing jazz, reggae, & blues
gigs with many musical
groups. She traveled to
Finland and lived for 4 years,
teaching jazz & blues
piano/vocals, at several music
schools in the country.
Alicia has continued to serve
in worship leadership roles
with the United Methodist
Conference and United
Methodist Women. She and
Kirstie served together at
Saint Paul United Methodist
Church under
Rev. Davis Lux, for 4 years.
She has directed children,
youth, and adult vocal,
instrumental, and handbell
choirs. She remains active in
the Lincoln community as
accompanist of the Tada

Theater located in the
Haymarket.
Alicia is a piano & voice
instructor at Marble Music
and Blue Raven Music
Studio. She is the Piano
Accompanist at Pius X High
School. She is the proud
mom of her son, Malcolm,
age 20.

UMW News
Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children,
and youth around the world.
Greetings, UMW, First Church Family and Friends,
For thirty years, Fresh Start has been a safe place where
homeless women may seek help while working to attain selfsufficiency. This transitional non-profit provides basic needs for
women such as food, clothing and housing. However, many
other essential support services are offered as
well. On Wednesday, June 16th at 1:30, please join our Unit as we
tour Fresh Start and learn more about their hope-filled mission giving
homeless women in Lincoln a "fresh start." We will welcome you in
the church parking lot at 1:00, so that we may ride together. Please
bring an item to share with Fresh Start such as laundry soap, dish
soap, non-bleach household cleaning supplies, coffee or bus
tickets. We look forward to your presence!
Is your pile for the Rummage Sale growing larger day by day? Are
you beginning to stumble around all the boxes? Be careful, friends,

but keep cleaning out! Recently, Joyce Gettman has announced that
the sale will take place in Davidson Hall on Saturday, September
25th. Joyce is seeking volunteers to help make a few decisions
regarding the sale and will welcome your input. Join the fellowship
and fun! Say "Yes!" by contacting Joyce. joyce.gettman@gmail.com
Blessings to you all,
Peggy Hall

Vacation Bible
School
July 12th-16th
5:30-8:00pm
Save the date for VBS! 5 fun nights of games, singing, learning and
praising the Lord. Make sure to invite your friends for this craft,
science and singing and worship filled experience. We have groups
for all ages 3-middle school.
Each night we will join for a feast and then venture to the castle where
we will:
Armor Up with
Truth Justice Peace Faith Salvation
Are you or your older youth wanting to help?
There is a place for you at VBS!
Email charity@firstumclincoln.org to sign up as a volunteer.
We have many options for helpers and it can be one day or all week!
Register here
Email charity@firstumclincoln.org to request a registration link

Or call 402-466-1906 and register over the phone.

Parting Words fro Matt Borland!

Dear First Church Family,
Where do I start in this goodbye letter as I transition from Lincoln,
Nebraska to Kansas City, Kansas. This congregation has given me
the space to grow in my leadership as the Youth Minister the past four
years and my own faith journey. Which my faith journey has grown
and developed and continues to progress. I can remember like it was
yesterday when I first was given the opportunity by Larry Moffet to
preach on a Sunday morning and this family welcomed me in open
arms and showed gratitude to my message. Even remembering the
days to where I was doing youth ministry with my dear friend Jay
Stewart and transitioning to the Youth Minister and now that has
transformed me into wanting to become a senior pastor as that is my
goal I strive to be.
I want this congregation to know I am so thankful for this First
Church community that I have been given the opportunity to lead by
example and lead our youth here at First United Methodist Church. If I
could pick one or two experiences that stood out the most to me is the
Learn and Serve Trips I led to Atlanta, Georgia and Detroit, Michigan.
Those were defining moments in my leadership and growth in my
faith. I was so thankful to lead those groups of youth and adults on

those trips.
First United Methodist Church is my church home and I will always
remember the memories I have experienced here. I would like to
share my new happenings that start in July in Kansas City. I will be
moving to Lenexa, Kansas at the end of June, which is a suburb of
Kansas City. Through the Great Plains Conference I have been
appointed to a church right outside of Kansas City, and that church is
called Bucyrus United Methodist Church. I will be the leading pastor at
that church. Starting in August, I will be starting Seminary school in
Leawood, Kansas at Saint Paul School of Theology and I am looking
forward to all of these new opportunities and I want to thank this
congregation once again for all your hard work and forming me and
sending me into ministry. This First Church Family needs to see how
influential they are on young people and how First UMC has sent so
many people into ministry.
If you would like to contact me, my email is matt@greatplainsumc.org
or call/text me at (402) 499-8839. Thank you, First United Methodist
Church and this great community, I look forward to sharing a powerful
message on my last Sunday on June 27th at the 8:30 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. worship services.
Blessings,
Matt Borland
Youth Minister
First United Methodist Church

Let’s Celebrate Matt’s Ministry Together!

Matt Borland’s Farewell Celebration
Sunday, June 27th following 10:45 Service
Black Fellowship Hall

Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee is hosting a celebration to
honor Matt and extend our
best wishes to him on his last Sunday as Youth Minister for our
church.
Matt has served our church for four years in that position, preceded by
four years as Assistant Youth Minister. We have deep gratitude for
him as an individual, his service with us, and being able to
watch his personal growth for eight years. Matt is responding to God’s
call as he sets off for Kansas City, MO to attend seminary.
Come join us on June 27th to celebrate Matt and to share our stories
about him. He is eager to see you all as he ends eight vital years that
led to his call from God and begins a new adventure of learning and
personal growth in Kansas City.
There will be an opportunity for you to speak to Matt individually and
to share in cake, cookies, fruit and drinks. We hope to see you there!
If you are considering a gift to show your appreciation of Matt’s
service to our church, monetary donations towards his continuing
education would be greatly appreciated.
Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee
Lance Hall, Lina Bostwick, Mike Sterns, Lynn Ayers, Elaine
Michaud,
Gordon Bair, Martha Gadberry, Carol King, Chair
Pastor Kirstie Engel, Terri Storer, Lay Leader, John Lee, Lay
Delegate to
Great Plains Conference

On July 23, 2020, Sharon’s life was tragically ended by a random act
of gun violence and our community who loved her has not been the
same. We invite you to join us for a time of meeting Sharon’s family,

sharing memories/stories, music, food and more.

June Birthdays
1 Eric Wendt
2 Sheryl Pont
3 Jackson Louderback
Bob King
4 Brenda Venhaus
Mike Schiwart
6 Gary Bergstrom
Hugh Raymond
Marcell Taladay
Pam Baccam
7 Ella Engel
Jennel Mayfield
Micah Bratt
Sara Simmons- Bankson
8 Brock Buchli
10 Chelsea McMullin
Dan Forst
David Schoenmaker
Lina Bostwick
Lynn Willey
12 Diana Sanderson
Kaitlyn Cross
Marcee Seng
13 Susan Leach
14 Cindy Newsham
Kathryn Owen
15 Lisa Guill
16 Jactia Isabell-Farritor
Morgan Floyd
17 Bobby Ericson
Michaela Whitesell
Susan Strong
19 Tish Kloch
20 Barbara Voeltz

Prayer Requests:
For the family of Elaine
Johnson in the passing of her
mother, LaRue Jacobsen
Mark Daniels, Josh Daniels’
father, home
Bonnie Evans, Savanna Pines
For the family of Phyllis Vculek in
the passing of her brother, Jim
Webster
For Lenny Drescher, family friend
of Kiley Taylor
For Ebb Munden and Family in
the passing of Ebbs wife, Lucy
Jeremy Hickenbottom, home
Sandy Conrad, home
Jim Neumann, home
Ron Gaddis, home
Dixie Gannon, home
Cindy Newsham, home
Elaine Brown, Bryan East
Lauree Turner, home
Richard Voeltz, Gateway Vista
Lester Shaw, Kiley Taylor’s dad.
Roscoe Shields, Van Dorn
Legacy
Emajane Crossley, Lancaster
Manor Rehab
Jim Leypoldt, home
For Jo Anne and Gordon Bair and
Family in the Passing of Howard
Wieger
For Zita Schneider and family in
the passing of Ed Schneider

Joseph Scherer
22 Ashton Engel
Bev Kissinger
Brent Nickol
Larry Williams
24 Arvin Frohn
Bill Curtis
Jerika Scherer
Julia Bartolome
26 Chris Kloch
Sarah Reed
27 Elizabeth Sterns
Madelyn Mertens
Michaela Wells
Nancy Skutchan
Natalie Delaine
Tom Srb
29 Evelyn Stewart
Mia Wendt
Rubin Sass

Worship online or in person
with FIRST UMC LINCOLN
Sundays at 8:30am and 10:45
am! Please wear a mask unless
you are FULLY Vaccinated. We
thank you in advance!
Sending a BIG Thank You for
your Prayers, Presence, Gifts,
Service and Witness

