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Hello First UMC Lincoln! It is hard to believe that we are already
approaching the month of July. It is also difficult (at least for me )to
fathom being in the current state of crisis and division that we are in
as a country. 

July is the month where we celebrate Independence Day; a day where
the United States commemorated the Declaration of Independence of
the United States, on July 4, 1776. The Continental Congress
declared that the 13 American colonies were no longer subject (and
subordinate) to the Monarch of Britain, King George III, and were now
united, free, and independent states…..and yet, I grieve; for as a
country we seem more divided than ever.

There is a division between those who choose to wear mask and
those who do not. There is a division politically. There is a division
racially. Division seems to be the worldwide narrative that is taking a
tremendous toll on communities, families, businesses, leaders,
individuals and more.

In the midst of this season of division, I feel called to DO
SOMETHING about it. I don’t know what exactly…..but I know this
much; it starts with myself. I realize that the temptation for myself to
be sucked into the spirit of dissension and divisiveness that surrounds
me is great. Therefore, I turn to prayer and reflection to help me to
consider how I might be called to build bridges and tear down walls. 

The response that I have received through prayer is to keep an open
and listening heart towards my neighbor. I feel called to open up
dialogue with others; even those who I know may have different views
and beliefs from myself; so that I can gain a better understanding of
where that person is coming from.

In a roundabout way, I realize that perhaps how we might begin to
repair the division that envelops us, goes back to the first preaching
series I explored here at First UMC; The Power of Story. I find myself



in this season, asking people about their stories. I believe that if we
can get to the heart of each person’s story, this may lead to a dialogue
that might reveal some sort of common ground.

With that said, I also realize that there is some division that may not
be able to be repaired. It is in those instances where prayer still
applies for me. Prayer to God that the division does not taint my spirit
of optimism. Prayer that the division does not cloud the mission for
God’s people to continue to pursue love and equity for all people. 

Therefore this month of July, I invite us all into a time of prayer and
reflection. Some examples of how we might pray is by praying the
Lord’s Prayer daily, journaling, silent meditation or being with nature in
all of its beauty. I do believe in the power of prayer to transform,
reconcile, heal, restore, repurpose, reimagine and renew. However we
choose to pray, I believe that this is the time for people of God to take
the time to do this. To align ourselves in such a way where our hearts
and minds are unified in one singular act; beckoning to the One who
can show us the way.

Flower Ministry - article for
July newsletter 
 
(photo of paraments and two
vases) 
 
Mystery vases in the Sacristy!
A while back, we found two tall,
white vases in the cupboard
under the sink in the Sacristy.
The vases are shown with the
James Memorial Paraments in
the photo above. 
*How long have they been in
the cupboard? 
*Who gave them to the
church? 
*Are they part of a memorial
gift? 
If you know anything about
these vases, please contact
Judy Lane (402-937-4914,
judithblane@yahoo.com) or
Marty Eischeid (402-466-6680,
jjeischeid@hotmail.com). 
We plan to use them soon for
Sanctuary arrangements. 



 
Christian churches are now in
the long liturgical season
called Ordinary Time after
Pentecost or the Season after
Pentecost. The liturgical color
for this season is green to
symbolize the growth and life
of the church. The Sanctuary
Paraments reflect green and
other nature colors. This
liturgical season lasts until the
beginning of Advent in late
November. 
 
The first Sunday after
Pentecost was Trinity Sunday
and featured white flowers and
greenery from the Eischeid and
Lane gardens. The next three
Sundays of June had an altar
arrangement that included silk
and dried flowers gathered by
Marty Eischeid. Origami cranes
and butterflies were made by
Margrethe Ahlschwede and
Judy Lane and attached to
twigs that fell from the tree on
the corner of 50h and St. Paul
near the church building. 
 
(photo of June arrangement) 
 
July, August, and September
arrangements will include cut
flowers from the gardens of
church members in addition to
some dried flowers and other
items. Last summer, we
enjoyed the beauty of zinnias,
black and brown-eyed Susans,
coneflowers, sedum, unique
leaves from caladium and
hosta, and more seasonal
flowers and greenery. If you
have flowers to share, please
call or email Marty or Judy at
the numbers above. 
 



When you are near the church,
please pause and notice the
painted rocks near the east
entrance. In addition to the
color, the rocks have
meaningful words and phrases
painted onto them. Thanks to
Lynda Schnirl for creating
these colorful additions for all
to enjoy just outside the
church building! 

HUNGER AND POVERTY RESPONSE MINISTRY

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat; I was
thirsty, and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger
and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35

Many people have been receiving more packages than usual due
to ordering and personal lifestyle adjustments during the
pandemic. UPS reported that in March, there was a Christmas-
like surge in shipping, and that it hasn't begun to slow
down. These dedicated, essential workers must be truly
exhausted! 

Mike Sterns, Lydia Patterson liaison to FUMC, has recently
received some wonderful packages in the mail! In the spring, the
LP Media Specialist and teaching staff compiled a list of forty-six
books needed for optimal student learning. Mike has received the
books and is preparing them to be placed in Munden Parlor
beginning Monday, June 29th, for all our church family to view
and purchase as gifts for Lydia Patterson. Stickers will be
available for you to sign and place in the book(s) of your
choice. Please write checks to FUMC with Lydia Patterson
written clearly in the memo. Our deepest appreciation for Laura
who will be handling the sale on Monday and Tuesday mornings



at 9:30-11:30. The Lydia Patterson Book Sale will be one you
won't want to miss!!!

First UMC is still partnering with Matt Talbot, by serving lunches
every second Saturday of the month. During the last two months,
meals were served as take out only, with only three people
serving to limit social contacts. Starting Monday, July 6 Matt
Talbot will reopen its dining room to limited seating. Clients will
have the option to take out or stay in the dining room. All meals
will still be served in the take out containers with no seconds
served (as of right now). Again, the number of volunteers will be
limited to five or six people wearing masks. During these last
months, clients wore masks when they went through the line. I
do not know if they will still be required to wear masks in the
future. (Matt Talbot supplies the cloth masks for each meal. All
masks are worn only while at Matt Talbot, then they are washed,
ready for future use.)
  In the past two months, we served a whole piece of fresh fruit
with each lunch thanks to our generous donors. Going forward,
we will start serving fresh tossed salad and fruit salad as well as
the entree and dessert.  
  While the pandemic has definitely limited our interactions with
one another, know that First UMC is still out there trying to serve
others. To all who have generously donated food to this ministry,
THANK YOU!

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Greetings First Church, 
Another month has passed and
though it feels like nothing has
changed, I have felt a growth

DR. JOHN D. SPILKER 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF
MUSIC AND FAMILY 
Hi First UMC family! It was
such a blessing to run into
Jack and Donna Chapin during
Saturday music rehearsals at
the church. It reminds me how
much I miss being face-to-face
with everyone in my church
family. When COVID-19 first
began, I discovered how close I
lived to the bike trail…and was
blessed to see Lynn Ayers on
my first or second walk. God is
with us. God moves through us
and brings us together in



within myself. Part of my Sunday
routine is to prepare a small
devotion for the worship
team. This has made me search
deep within as to what are my
struggles? What are the team’s
struggles? What is happening in
society? Bringing all of those
thoughts into perspective through
devotions has helped me feel
more centered in Christ. I like to
have a focus word, this came
from doing the Wednesday night
reflection. One of them I recently
did was overcoming obstacles.  It
is amazing that when I started to
read the word and research
overcoming, how it applied to my
Life and a lot of the social
issues.   The following was one of
five concepts on overcoming
obstacles and struggles. Trust in
God for strength and wisdom to
deal with the obstacles. “Surely
God is my salvation; I will trust
and not be afraid. The Lord, the
Lord himself, is my strength
and my defense; he has
become my salvation” (Isaiah
12:2).I find these words to be a
comfort and a reminder that God
is in control of all. I hope all of
you can find comfort in the Lord,
and find Beauty around us.   
Blessings and Peace, 
Mandy West 
Minister of Music and Worship
Design 

beautiful ways that nourish my
soul.  
This month Lily and I are
focusing on her recovery from
leg surgery. This opportunity
invites me to embrace: 1)
slowing down, 2) bearing
witness to pain and recovery,
3) attentively ministering, and
4) cultivating adaptation. We
continue to practice
acceptance regarding the
important changes to life and
summer plans to support
public health during COVID-19.
Cultivating adaptation is tough
work, but together we are
stronger. I’m here to minister
and we can be together via
telephone and Zoom. Please let
me know what you need.  
 
ANTIRACIST EQUITY AND
EDUCATION 
We are blessed to be part of a
reconciling ministries church
where it’s safe to learn and talk
about social justice education.
I feel called to share with you
my commitment to antiracist
equity. My collaborative work
at First United Methodist
Church has made this work
possible. I have created an
online list of learning
resources:
https://bit.ly/2YsN3UQ. I promise
to update as I continue to
collaboratively learn with you. 
Black lives matter! Black,
brown, and indigenous lives
are a human rights issue, not a
partisan political debate. What
can we do together to take the
next step to address the legacy
of racisms and white
supremacy, heal ourselves,
and transform our
communities? History is not a

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/12-2.html
https://bit.ly/2YsN3UQ


Dear First Church Family, 
Early in our pandemic pause,
when so much came to an abrupt
halt, I’m not sure what I thought
the future would hold. Life
disrupted and then return to
normal? Not so much! As the
weeks go by with a new reality
evolving, I find myself not wanting
to return to my pre-pandemic
normal. The pandemic leveled
the field for all humanity. I wonder
if this is God saying it’s time to
start seeing others as equals. As
if to say, if you were created in
my image, you need to remember
everyone else is created in my
image as well. It’s time to honor
each other. 
 
Then, as if the pandemic wasn’t
enough, racial tension erupts
loudly in word and deed further
inviting us to see one another as
equals. Is God trying to get our
attention? Is God asking us to
stop and listen? I believe we are
in a transformative time, calling
us into a new way of being and
doing. 
 
When I felt the nudge for creating
space for Compassionate
Conversations: Pause and
Prayer, I wanted to have an
opportunity to connect and share
what was going on in our lives.
As happens with nudges from

thing of the past…it built the
present...it thrives today. I
pledge to take action to
achieve equity through policy
change. I pledge to learn from
and follow the antiracist
leadership of people of color.
I’m learning how to see and
disrupt: 1. my racisms, 2. my
active participation in and
complicity with “white
supremacy culture” (a culture
that privileges white people), 3.
my socialization and choices to
remain in segregated white
spaces established by U.S. law,
and 4. the debilitating and
deadly impact of the “imperialist
capitalist white-supremacist
patriarchy” (interlocking
systems of oppression).
Lifelong learning,
uncomfortable inner work, and
accountability can help me
recover from my incentivized
historical, social, and political
illiteracy and deeply embedded
dominance. Together, we can
decenter whiteness and focus
on black voices, experiences,
perspectives, and
achievements. 
 
REIMAGINING SMALL
GROUPS 

I am working on social
justice education and
antiracism learning
opportunities for our
church. Starting July 2, I
will be representing FUMC
Lincoln at weekly
“Courageous Clergy
Antiracism Convos,” a
national multi-church
cooperative led by Rev.
Annettra Jones in West
Lafayette, Indiana. If you
have ideas and requests

https://www.dismantlingracism.org/white-supremacy-culture.html
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Color_of_Law_A_Forgotten_History_of/SdtDDQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://imaginenoborders.org/pdf/zines/UnderstandingPatriarchy.pdf


God, our Compassionate
Conversations have become a
safe space for sharing what is on
our hearts; learning and engaging
in dialogue - deep listening for
understanding; and practicing
being present to God, to
ourselves, and to others. We are
finding comfort, connection,
acceptance, belonging,
groundedness, and hope in our
conversations. The pause
becomes a form of self-
compassion and compassion for
others. The pause carries over
into our lives. 
 
We started with a four-week pilot
in June and we plan to continue
through July. Please join us on
Tuesday evenings, 6:30 - 7:30
through June 30 - July 28, 2020.
You are welcome for one or all
sessions. If you want to join in the
ZOOM conversation or have
questions, please contact Terri
Storer at tstorer@neb.rr.com 
Guide us, Oh God, to see as you
see, to hear as you hear, and to
love as you love. Amen. 
Terri Storer 
Certified Spiritual Director 
Certified Boundless
Compassion Facilitator

Youth ministry
 

regarding antiracism and
social justice education,
please email me.  
“Compassionate
Conversations: Pause &
Prayer” is a strengthening
spiritual experience via
Zoom. Would you like to
try it out? We would love
to have you join us. Email
Terri Storer. 

Terri Storer, Lea Ann Johnson-
Kappes, and I continue to
collaborate to reimagine
possibilities for small groups.
What ideas do you have?
Zoom? Small patio visits at
home? Let us know what you
need, what ideas you have,
what’s on your heart and mind
right now. Email me:
johndspilker@google.com. 
I’m here to help and support! 
 
PHONE TREE MINISTRY
continues their work during
social distancing. Many thanks
to those of you who call to
check-in on our members who
don’t have email access. We
are so blessed to have such a
strong church community. I
owe a debt of gratitude to
Peggy Hall for co-coordinating
this important ministry. 
 
DOWNLOADING ZOOM 
If you have questions, or need
help, call me and I will help you
get set up. I can even do house
calls with my mask on.  

To make meetings easy:
Small group leaders would
email you a “Zoom
website link” that you can
click. If Zoom is
downloaded & installed on
your device and you are
signed in, the link will take

mailto:tstorer@neb.rr.com
mailto:johndspilker@google.com


Dear First Church,
 
First Church Youth Ministry was
planning on a Learn and Serve
Trip to Oakland, California this
July 16-28th. We were planning
this trip with working with
organizations in the San
Francisco and Oakland
communities. Our plan was to
work for about five to six days of
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. days in Northern
California and we were all looking
forward to this opportunity.
However, we have made the
decision to cancel our 2020
Summer Learn and Serve Trip to
Oakland, California. 
 
My sincere apologies to our youth
and young adults who were going
to accompany on this life-
changing experience, but with
what is going on in our country
and around the world we need to
protect ourselves and be safe
during these times of COVID-19.
The youth who were going to be
attending on this trip are Michael
Ault, Jaheim Curry, Jaquez Curry,
Jalen Curry, Julian Estrada,
Keyan Simonson, Olivia Gentert,
Savannah Woundedarrows,
Kaitlyn Watson, and Chloe Lyons.
I would like to recognize our
youth who would have been
attending this mission trip and
pray for their growth and
leadership as young people in
this community. Our adult
sponsors on this trip were Mike
Sterns, Alisha Simonson, and
Nyla Witzel. I would like to thank
these adults for volunteering their
time to help plan for this trip and
their commitment to our young
people in this great community
we call First Church. 
 

you straight to the
meeting. 

 
1. Open your computer's
internet browser and navigate
to the Zoom website at
https://zoom.us/. 
 
2. Scroll down to the bottom of
the page and click "Download"
in the web page's footer. 
 
 
 
3. On the Download Center
page, click the blue
"Download" button under the
section labeled "Zoom Client
for Meetings." 

GIVING REPORT
Yogi Berra once said, “It’s tough
to make predictions, especially
about the future.” Chris and I
were married on July 11, 1970.
Our plan was to celebrate our
50th anniversary with our children
and grandchildren on a cruise
ship in Alaska. We were pleased
that refunds are coming our way
soon. Our church income remains
on target as we close in on our
first six months of the year. You
will love the improvements that

https://zoom.us/


I would like to praise this great
community of First Church who
have shown tremendous support
for the Youth Ministry. As we
have been advocating for this
Learn and Serve trip to Oakland,
we have raised funds for this
great opportunity and those funds
for the Youth trip is now to
$8,500. As we have made the
decision to cancel this mission
trip, we will decide to what these
funds will be used for and we will
communicate that to the
congregation. A fall Learn and
Serve Trip is a possibility for our
group to experience or updating
our youth rooms. We are
brainstorming about possibilities
on what to do and looking forward
to be doing ministry this fall. 
 
I will be sharing some captured
memories on the 2020 Spring
Learn and Serve trip to Dallas,
Texas (below). Please enjoy the
great moments our youth were
able to experience, because of
this congregation, you were able
to give our youth a life-changing
experience. 

FIRST UMC has contracted to
replace the sound system in the
Sanctuary. The total cost is
$22,391. Trustees have paid 1/2
of that amount. After installation
we will need the remainder. If you
would like to help us with that

have been made in our
sanctuary’s sound system. Not
only will our worship experience
improve, we will be able to host
many community events and, of
course, continue Facebook Live.
Thank you once more for your
generosity! Chuck Leypoldt,
Church Treasurer 

Mark your calendars for the
upcoming sermon Netflix
summer series entitled “Lights,
Cinema, Scripture!” beginning
Sunday June 7th! Watch ahead
safely at home on Netflix. Even
if you don’t watch the movie,
you will still be able to follow the
sermons well enough. Worship
online Sunday’s @10:45am!
-Sunday June 7- “Becoming
Documentary” (First Lesson:
Psalm 8; Gospel: Matthew
28:16-20)
-Sunday June 14- “First They
Killed My Father”(First
Lesson: Psalm 116:1-2,12-19;
Matthew 10:16-23)
-Sunday June 21-“Pursuit of
Happyness”(First Lesson:
Psalm 86:1-10,16-17; Gospel:
Matthew 10:24-39)
-Sunday June 28- “The
Theory of Everything” (First
Lesson: Psalm 13; Gospel:



project, please mark this on the
memo line of your check. THANK
YOU!

TECHNOLOGY TIPS
 
To stream the 10:45 services
on your computer without
having FACEBOOK:
• Click on the 1UMC Facebook
page
https://www.facebook.com/Firs
tUMCLincoln/ and ignore the
“Log In or Create an Account”
at the bottom of the screen.
• Click on “Not Now” when
later you are again faced with
the “Log In or Create an
Account.” 
• Scroll down on the Facebook
page to find the videos that
Kirstie has created.
• You should be able to actively
stream Sunday’s session,
starting at 10:45.
• Previous videos are available
as well (look at the dates on
the videos)
 
Submitted By:
Ed Schneider

Matthew 10:40-42)
-Sunday July 5- “The Boy
Who Harnessed the
Wind”(First Lesson: Psalm
45:10-17; Gospel: Matthew
11:16-19, 25-30)
- Sunday July 12- “Beast of
No Nation”( First Lesson:
Psalm 119:105-112; Gospel:
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23)
-Sunday July 19- “The 13th
Documentary”( First Lesson-
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Gospel:
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)
-Sunday July 26- “My
Beautiful Broken Brain” ( First
Lesson: Psalm 105:1-11, 45b;
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33,44-
52.)

Dietrich Frye, Bryan West
Dixie Gannon, St. Elizabeth,
room 546
Cindy Newsham, home
Maxine Case, home
For the Family of Joyce Ryan
For the Family of Rosemary
Thornton in the passing of her
husband Mel.
Elaine Brown, Bryan East
For the Family of Bev Kissinger,
in the passing of her husband
Dean
Ron Gaddis, home
Lauree Turner, home
Richard Voeltz, Gateway Vista



July Birthdays
 
1         Ryan Johnson
2         Anna Cadenbach
           Gracie Vculek
3         Barb Bratt
           Claudia Dougherty
           Delaney Wendt
4         Samuel Hubka
5         Lois Goss
           Mel Luetchens
6         William Seng
7         Joshua Eilers
8         Brian Fern
           Skylar Hill
           Kalie Schroeder
10       Braylan Zeff
11       Brayan West
           Isaiah Serrano
12       Daniel Bowmaster
           Heather Wheeldon
           Sean Harris
13       Alexander Lawson
           Lauren Lawson
           Rayma Delaney
16       Chuck Leypoldt
           Dexter Honebrink
           Michelle Marquis
           Tommy Howell
17       Mandy Bair

20       Howard Wiegers
25       Alexi Williams
           Liz Halvorsen
           Lisa Eilers
28       Gail Hanneman
           Jordan Satter
           Larry Fischer

Jeremy Hickenbottom, home
Lester Shaw, Kiley Taylor’s dad.
Jim Neumann, home
Sondra Atkins, home
Roscoe Shields, Van Dorn
Legacy
Emajane Crossley,
   Lancaster Manor Rehab
Dorothyann Haar, 11405 Farnam
Circle, Omaha
Jim Leypoldt, home
Daugherty, Frank, Bryan East
room 616

An Opportunity to Collaborate!
I am so grateful that Dr. John
Spilker will be leading the way
into helping our community to
collaborate with other churches
throughout the country to address
racism. If you are interested in
joining in this conversation,
please contact Dr. Spilker at
John@firstumclincoln.org.



29      Eric Rasmussen
30      Kaden Reiss
31       Amanda Hansen
           Joni Taylor
           Judy Lane
           Ralph Ebers

We thank you for your patience as we continue to work out
our technology kinks. We now have livestream capabilities.
There is a VIMEO link that you can click for our worship
services that will be made available on our website and via
Facebook. Instructions will come soon on how to access this!


